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Even Alva Myrdal* rejects the economic indication as a con-
fession of failure on the part of the State and society which no
democratic country can afford to make. Is such an attitude
really practical politics ? Social evils do not cease to exist because
we are ashamed of them and resolve to do our best to eliminate
them. For many years to come they may remain stronger than
we, and, in the meantime, the only sound approach is to tackle
the problem from the other end as well. This has been the
conviction of the present writer ever since, some twenty years
ago, as an examining magistrate he had to investigate scores of
abortion cases from the poorest quarters of Berlin. Moreover,
even a substantial improvement in social and economic conditions
will not be sufficient completely to remove all those factors which,
in individual cases, may justify the desire for abortion.
The very close correlationship in which the socio-economic
indication inevitably stands to the general social and economic
standards of the country makes it necessary to define the scope
of this indication in broad and elastic terms so as to enable the
law to keep pace with any changes in those standards. We
have already stressed the great adaptability which Soviet Russia
has shown in this respect. There, the necessary adjustments in
the practice of abortion could, to some extent, be carried through
without corresponding changes in the law, because other instru-
ments of social control, party pressure and political propaganda,
were available. In a democracy, where these methods are less
strongly developed, one may have either to resort to more frequent
changes in the formulation of the law or to couch it in terms
wide enough to keep pace with any social or economic, or even
political, changes that may occur.
While there have been many unofficial attempts to define the
socio-economic indication, very few of them have gone so far
as to divorce it entirely from the therapeutic aspect. Professor
Taussig, for instance, suggests the term " physical depletion of
the mother ", meaning " any condition that produces bodily
exhaustion predisposing to disease, such as too frequent child-
bearing, under-nourishment, or excessive family responsibilities ".2
I can see no reason why the socio-economic indication should
not receive the same treatment by the law as is now generally
conceded to its therapeutic counterpart, provided the danger is
equally serious for mother and child and cannot be overcome by
adequate assistance in the socio-economic sphere. There should,
1 Nation and Family, pp. 208 and 324. 2 Taussig, op. cit, p. 443.